SOUTHERN
JCROSS

AMERICAL
DIVISION

Vol. 3, No. 2

CHU LAI, VIETNAM

Januvary 9, 1970

—_——

-
= ST

iy

2 e
- L T
E b

Ole St. Nick In Siberia

Christmas at LZ Siberia, a lonely ontpost of the divisions® 196th Bde., was brightened by the visit
of Santa Claus, and Patches Musgrove, correspondent for the Jacksonville (Fla) Tribune. The visit
was part of a hopping hadj to each firebase in the division AO.

{Photo By PFC Laszlo Kondor, Americal 1D)

Joint Operation Is Success

FS5B LIZ — The integration of American and
ARVN forces seems to be past the experiment
stage in the division. Recently Co. C, 1-20th, 11th
Bde, and the 2d Company, 3d Bn., 4th ARVN Regt.
worked together in smoothly conducted operations
six miles northwest of Duc Pho that demonstrated
the effectiveness and compatibility of joint allied
forces.

The Americans and ARVN's interchanged their
elements to produce an approximately 50-50
breakdown of forces. They conducted a sweep
through the 515 Valley, destroying the enemy forti-
fications, eliminating enemy supply sources, and
removing possible centers of enemy operations
there. The two forces set up ambushes together,
conducted patrols, and pulled guard together.

Tactically, the allied operations worked out well
with each outfit respecting the methods and tech-
nigues of the other. Commo was no real problem
a5 hand and radio signals proved to be effective as
well as words and phrases common to each na-
tionality.

The operations also turned out to be a profit-
able teaching exercise. The ARVNs demonstrated
to the Americans the field expedient method of
cooking pigs and chicken, and how to live off what
food sources were available.

“We've learned to respect these people., They
do some things differently than we do, but yvou
wouldn't think of arguing with an ARVN Lieuten-
ant who has been fighting this war all his life,””
E;'I}lfd CPT James J, Donovan (South Orange,

“Mostly we've learned about the Vietnamese
themselves. They're an aggressive, well-trained,
and disciplined group, and we're happy to be
working with them," he added.

Operationally, the inlegraled team was much
more effective force than either working unit
alone, The Americans brought to the operation the
necessary artillery and air support as well as a
systematic resupply. The Vietnamese proved in-
valuable on PSYOPS missions, being able to accu-
rately and fully explain the purpose of the pacifi-
cation missions and exactly what is expected of
them in the area.

The ARVNs also supplied their keen sense of de-
tecting the epemy and their ability to ferret out
VC and VCS from the civilian population.

558G Nguyen Hoa, acting as interpreter for both
forces, offered an illuminating comment on the
joint operation: “We're doing everything together
here and it's good to see how well everyone gets
along. And everyvone is learning."

Starting Third

11th Bde. Celebrates

FSB BRONCO — Two
years ago this month, the
11th Infantry Brigade ar-
rived in Vietnam, fufilling
its mission as the U.S. Army
Pacific Reserve, “To move
by =ea or air and fight any-
where, anytime.”
landing coincided
with the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the 11th
Bde. at Camp Forrest, Ga.
in December, 1917. The
brigade colors were first un-
furled in battle in the Al-
sace and Meuse-Argonne
campaigns of 1918, In 1938
the unit was de-activated
and remained so for 28
vears. In 1966 the 11th
Bde. was again activated at
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

As the Hawaii-based unit dis-
embarked from the USNS Gen-
eral Gordon at Qui Nhon on De-
cember 19, 1967, *‘Hanoi Han-
nah" welcomed the brigade to I
Corps., The North Vietnamese
propagandist  predicted that the
“Jungle Warriors" would be de-
stroyed as they moved by con-
voy to a basecamp near Duc
Pho. A few mis-aimed sniper
rounds were the only results of
the rophecy.

The “‘Jungle Warriors™ then
commanded by BG Andy Lip-
scomb, joined the division and
were assigned the responsibility
for the Duc Pho — Mo Duc area
of operations in Quang Ngai
Province, In January 1968, the
198th Bde. and the 3rd Bde,, 4th
Inf. Division who had been con-
ducting Operation Muscatine in
this area were redeployed.

The brigade soon discovered
that it inherited one of the most
geographically diverse and tac-
tically difficull areas of the
country, Contact flared in the
damp, sandy coastal lowlands as
well as in the rugged mountains
and thick jungle to the west. The
enemy was well-established, for
the province had been a tradi-
tional Communist stronghold for
years. The enemy traveled in
both small terror-squads as well
as  well-equipped NVA regi-
menis.

Operations such as “Norfolk
Victory "' and *‘Champagne
Grove" soon succeeded in block-
ing the enemy infiltration and
supply routes, destroying base-
camps and pgenerally denying
the enemy the foothold he pre-
viously had.

The largest and most success-
ful of these early operations
“Vernon Lake II"" began in No-
vember of 1968 and was con-
cluded in February of the follow-
ing year. Conducted in a region
of massive VC/NVA resistance

% Second Year In Nam

and consolidation activities, Ver-
non Lake II resulted in 456 ene-
my dead, large quantities of ord-
nance captured, and 81 enemy
basecamps, including two regi-
mental-sized, destroyed.

When the tactical situation
permits, the accent is on pacifi-
cation. Tu My Village, five miles
west of Quang Ngai City, was
recently established by the bri-
gade's 3-1st to accommodate dis-
placed persons. Nearly 5,000 dis-
placed Vietnamese and Montag-
nards have found a home there,
Last month, the 1-20th rescued
127 villagers from a [looded

hamlet, feeding and guiding
them until the floodwaters re-
ceded.

In both combat and pacifica-

tion efforts, it has been two
years in which the 11th Bde. has
earned the title “Jungle War-
riors."” As COL Hugh F.T. Hoff-
man Jr,, commanding officer of
the brigade noted: “‘Today, two
years after the landing at Qui
Nhon, the 11th Bde. through
countless acts of unselfish hero-
ism, has made the southern tip
of I_[?nrjm a relatively secure
area,”’

NVA Dropped
In Their Tracks

FSB SAN JUAN HILL —
Nine members of the divi-
sion’s 11th Bde recently
caught three NVA by sur-
prise in a stay-behind am-
bush five miles northwest of
Duc Pho.

The men had deployed
themselves in the thickets
surrounding the NDFP and
bided their time, The stage
was set,

Soon five NVA slipped in-
side the perimeter, their cyes
scanning over dike and hed-
gerows for the slightest pre-
text of a fight. But they were
satisfied. PFC Alton Carr
(Jackson, Miss.) was patienl-i

Iy hiding in his lair when he
was startled by the voices of
the enemy not ten meters
away. He looked across at
his buddy and both in agree-
ment, went into action. They
opened up. The five NVA
separated into two groups
and made a dash for their
lives down the hill.

It was then PFC Ron Owan
(Waliko, Hawaii) and PFC
James Smith (Long Beach,
Calif.) took off in pursuit of
one group. On run, they
fired and succeeded in drop-
ping one NVA, Three others
left their sandals in the wake
of their panic. The chatter of
the division infantrymen M-
165 brought down two more
bringing the total to three
NVA kl]lad (11th 10)
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Your Personal Investments

May a soldier invest in the
stock market?

Or participate in fund-raising
campaigns of non-profit welfare
organizations?

May a soldier write a letter to
his Congressman?

The answer to these questions
is “Yes", but a resounding *‘No™
may be the response to the other
questions regarding a soldiers’
official duties and his private in-
terests.

Army Regulation 600-50, Stan-
dards of Conduct for Depart-
ment of the Army personnel, es-
tablishes the basic policy re-
garding confict of interest.

For the great majority of ser-
vicemen, there are no restric-
tions concerning how they spend
their money. They may invest in
stocks or bonds as any other
citizen. However, when any of
these activities relate to their
obligations to the government
certain  limilations are pre-
scribed,

The underlying principle is the
prohibition of any conduct or fi-
nancial interest which would
place the serviceman's interast
in conflict with those of the
United States, particularly those
related to their duties and re-
sponsibilities as  servicemen.
Even though a technical conflict
described in law and regulations

may not exist, servicemen must
avoid even the appearance of
such conduct which might reduce
public confidence in its military
personnel,

All servicemen and govern-
ment employees must consider
whether their dulies may con-
flict with any private financial
interests. Post commanders, se-
nior staff officers, claims offi-
cers and contracting officers are
obvious examples of persons
who might benefit from their de-
cisions in faver of a company in
which they have investments.
Mot so obvious, however, is the
example of the sergeant in a
post contracting office respon-
sible for maintaining records of
transactions, negotiations, and
whose wife owns a small firm
which supplies that post. The
sergeant is in a postion to tell
his wife the prices of her com-
petitors, allowing her to submit
the lowest proposal and thereby
profit from his position. Another
example is the steward of an Of-
ficers open mess who owns or
orders supplies from his com-
pany and has the opportunity lo
influence the return on his in-
vestment.

In these examples, the appor-
funity exists to use a govern-
ment position of trust for private
gdain, The appearance of conflict

(VIETHAY-STILE]

The Preamble

The preamble to a constitution expresses the realizations

and desires of a country.

It binds in finest rhetorice the people to
the government, and government to the people.

Its purpose is to

introduce the following chapters and articles of the constitution:; to

give their technicalilies a direction,

and meaning, Without it,

the framewark that is the constitution and its scores upon scores of

words is just as it appears, nothing but a framework.

Here in a

blend of western and Easlern goals, is the preamble to the Viel-

namese constitution:

FPreamble
“Confident that the patriotism, indomitable will, and unyielding
traditions of the people will assure a radiant future for our country.
“Conscious that after many years of foreign domination followed

by the division of our territory, dictatorship and war, the people
of Vietnam must take responsibility before history to perpetuate
those hardy traditions and at the same time welcome progressive
ideas in order to establish a republican from of government of the
people, by the pecople and for the people whose purpose is to unite
the nation, unite the territory, and assure independence, (reedom
and democracy with justice and altruism for the present and future
generations.

“We, 117 Deputies of the National Constituent Assembly repre-
senting the people of Vietnam afier debate, approve this constitu-
tion."

1500 it S
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of interest is present and should
be avoided.

Anyone who believes there
may be a conflict of interest be-
tween his investments or busi-
ness interests and his duty to the
government should bring the
matter to the attention of his su-
pervisor or commander., The
commander, in arriving at his
decision, will seek advice from
the staff judge advocate.

These rules are simply a res-
tatement of the old saving that
one cannot serve two masters.
(One or the other is going to suf-
fer. It is unusual case when one
does not know he is in a com-
promising position. It is this sit-
uation to give their entire alle-
giance to the United States of
America. When the service-
man's interests conflict with
those of the government, gov-
ernment’s  interests must be
first.

Although every unit com-
mander is required to inform his
troops aboul standards of con-
duct when they enter active duly
and at east semi-annually there-
after, soldiers may need advice
maore frequently on an individual
basis concerning related mat-
ters. The commanding officer,
with guidance from the ARs and
SJA can provide that assistance.
(Command Fact Sheet)

RED

CROSS. FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE

Emergency Leaves. When-
ever it is necessary for a serv-
iceman to return home because
of serious illness, death, or
other emergencies in his im-
mediate family, financial assist-
ance is made available, The
amount provided is that neces-
sary to supplement the service-
man’s funds in providing round
trip fare by appropriate means
of transportation and subsist-
ence while on leave, if needed.
Assistance is usually given in
the form of a loan (always
without interest), on which
repayment is made by salary
allotments in accordance with
the serviceman's ability to
repay. If repayment would
result in undue hardship, a
grant is made instead of a loan,
Sometimes a combination
grant and loan is made.

Your Red Cross field direc-
tor can give other assistance,
too. He can help when you
need counseling on personal
and family problems, emer-
gency communications and re-
porting service, health and wel-
fare reports, or other services,

BUY LS.
SAVINGS

WHERE YOU BANK OR WORK
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SILVER STAR MEDAL

PFC Larry Banish, 196th Bde; SF4 Thomas 0. Brown, l4th
Cbt Avn Bn; SP5 Carlos E. Cancel, 198 Bde; PFC John S.
Driggers, 11th Bde; LTC Robert Fernandez, 11th Bde;, PFC Glyn
E. Haynie, 11th Bde; MAJ Wilbur C. Hng-m I, 26th Engr Bn;
SP4 James S. Upton, 198th Bde: PFC Andy J. Urquidez, 198th Bde,

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

WOl James L. Ackels, 14th Cbht Avn Bn; CPT James J. Adams,
14th Cht Avn Bn; CW2 Richard C. Cichowski (2nd OLC), 14th Cht
Avn Bn; WO1 Byron H. Disney, 14th Cbt Avn Bn; WO1 John E.
Elliot, 14th Cht Avn Bn; WOl James W. Evanson, 14th Cht Awvn
Bn; WOL Jerry M. Hart, 14th Cbt Avn Bn; ILT Gary E. Hickman,
123rd Avn Bn; WO1 Steven E. Hill, 14th Cbt Avn Bn; WOl Eric S.
Kilmer, 14th Cbht Avn Bn; W01 Marion T. Knoles, 14th Chi Awvn
En; CPT Russell Lay, 14th Cbt Avn Bn; WO1 Frederick T. Morreall,
14th Cbt Avn Bn; 2LT John 1. O'Sullivan (3rd OLC), 14th Cht Avn
Bn; MAJ Wilford A, Phelps, 11th Bde; WO1 Arthur K. Sheppard,
123rd Avn Bn; CPT Theodore J, Shuisen, 14th Cht Avn Bn: CW2
Francis M, Tolle Jr, 14th Cht Avn Bn.

SOLDIER’S MEDAL
MAJ George E. Batcheler, 11th Bde; PFC Donald E. Biesecker,

11th Bde.
BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH “V" DEVICE

5P4 George W. Anthony, 11th Bde; 58G George Beach (Ind
0OLC), Co G (Ranger), 75th Inf; PFC Robert P. Bleier, 196th Bde;
PFC Charles R. Boruff, 196th Bde; SGT Steven R, Castile, Co G
{Ranger), 75th Inf; 1LT Robert N. Chestnut, 1st Cav; SP4 John C.
Eleock, 188th Bde; 5P4 Juan F. Flores, 196th Bde; 3P4 James J.
Goodson II, Co G (Ranger), 75th Inf; 1LT William 5. Havnes Jr,
11th Arty; SP4 David G. Heiner (1st OLC), 11th Bde; CPT Darrell
T. Henderson, 123rd Avn Bn; 2LT Kenneth L, Kemmish, 196th Bde;
CPL Robert P. Mack, 11th Bde; PFC Roger D, Quinn, 11th Bde;
SP4 David W. Samolinski, 26th Engr Bn; MAJ Richard F. Smith,
186th Bde; 1LT Albert J. Weller (1st OLC), 8nd Arty; CPT John
M. Wicke, 186th Bde; 58G James A, Wilson Jr (2nd OLC), 196th Bde.

AIR MEDAL WITH V" DEVICE

PFC Rolland A. Beglau, 14th Cbht Avn Bn; SP5 Ernest C.
Coffia (3rd Awd), 14th Chi Avn Bn; WOl Douglas A, Doers (2nd
Awd), 14th Cbt Avn Bn; 1LT Mark E. Fisher (3rd Awd), 14th Cbt
Avn Bn; WOl Gerald W. Forbes (27th Awd), 14th Cht Avn Bn; 1LT
Thomas H. Gates (3rd Awd), 14th Cht Avn Bn; CPT David Griegor
(30th Awd), 14th Cht Avn Bn; WOIL Lee A, Hyden (2Znd Awd), 1d4th
Cbt Avn Bn; PFC Richard M. Learned, 12%rd Avn Bn; CPT James
G, Mikesell, 14th Cht Avn Bn; PFC Vincent Milotta Jr, 14th Chi
Avn Bn; WO1 Michael Pickles (3rd Awd), 14th Cbht Avn Bn;, PFC
Vernon 5. Roach (Z2nd Awd), l4th Cht Avn Bn;, CPT Jerry L.
Simpson (Znd Awd), 1ith Arty; SP4 Richard 8. Turja (Ind Awd),
14th Cbt Avn Bn: SF4 Henry C. Van Horn Jr, 14th Cht Avn Bn;
SPS Lawrence E, Whalen (8nd Awd), 14th Cbht Avn Bn.

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH “V" DEVICE

PFC Thomas R. Castecl, 196th Bde; SP4 Thomas J. Gatie,
196th Bde: SGT Robert D. Heavel, 123rd Avn Bn: 1LT Darrell T.
Henderson, 123rd Avn Bn; PFC Gerald J. Hort, 198th Bde: PFC
Billy D, Northcott, 11th Bde; SGT Donald R. Rahm, 55th Arty; 1LT
Billy R. Robbins, 635th MID; SP5 John P. Sicillano Jr (1st OLC),
14th Cbht Avn Bn; SGT Bruce W. Wilson, Co G (Ranger), 75th Inf.

Shots: The Ticket Home

There are many arguments
that could be advanced about
why you should keep vour shot
record up to date. The most im-

What are the requirements for
immunizations? To begin with
all U.§, military personnel must
receive the following immuniza-

portant one to most guys is that  tons at the indicated intervals.
you can't get on a Freedom Bird Plague and cholera every six
to go any place without having months; smallpox annually; ty-

phoid aad typhus every three
yvears and vellow fever every ten
years., Gamma Globulin is not a
requirement but may be given
as a preventive measure againsi
hepatitis in accordance with lo-
healthy In  cal regulations.

person- S0 when going on HER, TDY
al preventive medicine. Sure, or making that long-awaited re-
shots won'l make you bullet- turn to the world, all service
proof, but remember that dis- members should check through
cases account for more than half  their local dispensaries at least
of all hospital admissions here a week prior to departure to
in Vielnam. So it’s only logical make certain their shots are up

all your shots up to date.

But there are other equally
good reasons why the smart sol-
dier keeps up with his shols ac-
rording 1o 44th Brigade physi-
cians. The first Is thal the chiel
means of staying
Vietnam is by practicing

that if you avoid getting sick to date. And the really smart
during your tour here, you stand  troop stayvs on top of the situ-
the best chance of staving out of ation .1II of the time, (44th MED

the hospital.
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AS THE COUNTDMWN BEGINS an ARVN artillervman pre-
pares to track the weather balloon with his theodolite. Working with
the division the ARVN's have recently completed the lirst ceorse in
Artillery Ballistic Meteorology provided by division ‘Metro’ teams.

{Photo By SSG James R. Sweel, Div. Ariy 1I0)

Refugees Given Aid

THUAN AN—"They come down out of the hills owning no
more than what is on their backs,” explained 1LT Spencer M.
Bcli:ld- (Bethesda, Md.). ""They have no land and live mostly by odd
jobs."

The peasant refugees come to the refugee center at Tam Ky
seeking help which is provided by a joint military-civilian pacifica-
tion effort. Here several American college students, including a
group belonging to the United World Missions, and the infantrymen
of the 2-1st Infantry work together to better the lot of the Vietnamese
refugee,

“Over 50 refugees are making cups, mugs, and water pipes,"
claims Dennis Metzer (North Manchester, Ind.), a former American
college student, who now teaches bamboo handicraft to the refugees.

There are sewing classes to teach the people to make clothes for
themselves and other refugees along with a school, a mission and
an orphanage.

Not all the refugees are adults. The orphanage shelters and
feeds the homeless children. Some of these children are finding
out for the first time what it means to be free from hunger, and
they are quick to show their enthusiasm,

“We turn down the side road,” says PFC Lester Joubert (New
Orleans, La.) from the Civil Affairs section of 2-1st Inf., *‘and by
the time we get to the orphanage, there are 100 kids around uws.”

One of the recent activities at the orphanage was a Christmas
party for the children. D Co., 2-1st brought the loys; the orphanage
stalf provided the tree, and everyone joined in the Christmas spirit.

Reverend Dang-Ngoc Cang, Superintendent of Mission Activities
explained that the idea behind the center is to help the refugees
become self-sufficient,

“It's the only way,” 1LT Baba said. “We are not going to be
here forever."” (186th 10)

Metro Mentors

ARVNs Learn Meteorology
From American Counterparts

By 5P5 A.C. Barnett

ARTILLERY HILL — Releas-
ing air filled weather balloons
and tracking their flights with a
theodolite and compiling  the
data with slide rules, charts and
graphs, is the job of five ARVN
artillerymen who form a new
and elite element in the 2d
ARVN Div. Artillery.

Artillery ballistic meteorology
or “metro’, is vital to artillery
the world over. The changing
temperatures, densities  and
wind welocities in the atmos-
phere can effect a projectile
enough to not only cause it to
miss the target but possibly im-
pact near ‘friendly forces'.

Metro data has been provided
for the ARVN artillery by their
division counterparts. With the
long range concept of having the
ARVN artillery completely inde-
pendent, a course in basic ‘met-
o’ was implemented at the 3d

As The Band
Played On...

QUANG NGAI—=The Second
Republic of Vietnam Army
Division Band played host
to the Americal Div. Band
here honoring the palron Saint
of Music, Sister Cecilia.

After an awards ceremony,
both the Vietnamese and Di-
vision bandsmen entertained
the many guests among which
were BG Nguyen Van Toan,
nd ARVN Div commander
and COL K.B. Barlow, Divi-
sion’s Support Command com-
mander.

The following Division
bandsmen received awards
from the ARVN. CWO Murat,
Technical Medal, 1st Class;
SP4 Hank V. Kindell (Tampa,
Fla.). Technical Medal, 2Znd

Class; SGT Robert White
(Chattanooga, Tenn.), com-
mendation certificate, divi-

sion level; SP4 Jerry Tyler
(Atlanta, Ga.) and 5P4 David
Matlock (5t. Petersburg,
Fla.), recovered the com-
mendation certificate Brigade
level; S8G John Stauffer
(Bakersfield, Calif.), and
585G John Arbaugh (Harris-
burg, Pa.) commendation
certificate, regiment level.
Colonel Barlow presented
the 2nd ARVN Div band-
master CWO Nguyen Van
Giap with the Army Com-
[noendaliun Medal. (Spt. Cmd.
)

Bn., 18th Artillery at Artillery
Hill near Chu Lai.

Having taken into consid-
eration the complexity of both
the equipment and comput-
ations, the first class was sched-
uled to last eight weeks, The
major problem was expected to
be the language barrier as few
interpreters have had the oppor-
tunity to study the precise scien-
tific terms unique to this field,

“At first it appeared that the
ability to communicate exact
meanings was a very serious
problem,'” said S8G James R.
Sweet (Pittsburgh, Pa.) *but the
one officer in the class 2LT
Dinh Van Thu, proved to be an
exceptional interpreter and the
overall willingness of the men
dispelled any misgivings we
first experienced.”

In just 18 days the men had
successfully mastered the in-
tricacies of the course,

“For the first week it was all
hard work,”" said CWO Hally P,
Wood, (Wichita Falls, Tex.) the
officer in charge of the training,
“but then we discovered one of
the students, SGT Vo Van Gia
could play a guitar and when we
took a break we all relaxed to
both American and Vietnamese
songs. It became very reward-
ing personal experience for ev-
eryone, as well as an academic
accomplishment."

Presented with a diploma stat-
ing their achievement by LTC
William F. Stifford Jr., (El Do-
rado, Kan.) CO of the 3-18th
Arty., the new ‘grads’, departed
for Quang Ngai where they will
set up their own “metro” unit,
adding a new capability to an al-
ready impressive repertoire.
The ARVN Artillery is rapidly
becoming one of the most mod-
ern and effective in the world.
(Div. Arty. 10)

Won Your Heart.....

Vietnamese children smile shyly at the division photographer
in a village just cutside Chu Lal.
(Photo By PFC Gerard Paulin 523rd Sig. Bn.)

A Gratitude Granted to Adopted Parents

BINH SON — U.8. and South Vietnam-
ese religious and military officials gath-
ered recently in this district headquar-
ters 12 miles north of Quang Ngai for the
formal dedication of Binh Son Orphan-
age, The dedication ceremony was a
form of the orphanage’s expression of
thanks to its benefactors, which in-
cluded soldiers of the division's 5-46th
Inf., 198th Inf. Bde.

A few months ago the 5-46th unofficial-
Iv “adopted” the Cathelic charitable in-
stitution, and its men have been volun-
tarily contributing portions of their
monthly pay toward its support. The total

contribution to date is around 150,000
piasters. In December the men made
their largest contribution which added

£400 to the total

The orphanage is home to 60 children,
pnd provides them an education of
primary through high school. Another 20

children from four hamilets in the Binh
Son area come to the orphanage daily to
attend school. A new wing has been
added to the institution, which gives addi-
tional space for living quarters and class-
rooms. Officials hope to add a second sto-
ry to the new wing in the future.

Added to the academic courses of the
school are homemaking classes for the
girls and industrial arts subject for the
boys.

But on the morning of the dedication
there no classes were held. The children
dressed aeatly in their school clothes or
brdecked in colorful costumes performed
skits, songs and dances that were a color-
ful part of the dedicalion ceremonies.

After the voungsters' show, the local
priest, a representative of the Bishop of
Qui Nhon and assistant to the Quang
Ngai Province Chiel addressed the mixed
U.3.-Vietnamese audience, which in
cluded a number of soldiers from the

S-4fith. Sister Giseelle of the orphanage
also spoke to the group, thanking the
guests for their attendance, and saying,
“Your presence is a source of greal en-
couragement, not only for us — the facul-
ty members—but most especially to the
children."

Looking back, she recalled, “Three
years ago our hope was to build an
orphanage. Since our financial situation
was not too bright, the prospect of realiz-
ing this. . .project, which entailed finan-
cial and spiritual sacrifices, seemed [u-
tile. The Department Of Social Action
(GVN), believing in the sincerity of our
desire to educate the less fortunate chil-
dren in order that they become not only
good children but (also) good citizens,
permitied us to open our orphanage and
gav? us mich support.”

“In answer to our appeal, Reverend
Father of Redemptorist, the Chief of
Quang Ngai Province, the director of So-

cial Action, the civilian. . .defense force,
and many American frends joined in
giving us the much needed support. . “To
all our benefactors, on behalf of the fac-
ulty members, (and) the children of this
Grphanage . . . kindly allow . . . me to
express our profound gratitude. Without
your assistance this humble erphanage
would not be standing as it is today."”

Directing a remark to the U.S. sol-
diers present, she said, “we are very
glad to see a service group working with
tremendous success in helping the poor,
the forgotten, and (the) needy of this
war-torn country. May our lord be al-
wayvs with you and your families for
cpening vour hearts to the destitute.”

Citing a desire to enlarge the orphan-
age to care for more children, she con-
cluded, “To all benefactors, I ask of you,
kindly continue your humanitarian work.
Thank vou very much, God bless you.”



A Day In The Field With 198th Inf.




Photos By PFC Gerard Paulin
523rd Signal Bn.

Bde. Soldiers
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Allied Forces Cordon Enemy

ARVN Forces Bring Smoke On V( Battallonl

LZ HAWE HILL — In bitter fighting
near Barrier Island, 13 miles north of
Tam Ky, ARVN soldiers severely
crippled an estimated Viet Cong battal-
ion. The 5th Regt., 2nd ARVN Div, killed
160 of the enemy and captured 133 prison-
ers.

The battle started when the ARVN
unit, probing east toward the Truong
Giang River, came into heavy contact
with Viet Cong units, Though there were
American forces in the area, the Viet-
namese wanted to go after the enemy
themselves.

“They felt it was their operation," said
LTC Robert E. Walls (Washington, D.C.),
senjor advisor to the 5th ARVN Regt.

“The Ame man-‘ therefore, assumed a
supporting role."”

During the early stages of the contact
LTC Tham Tha Vinh, insured that his
enemy would not escape. He positioned
the 3rd Bn., 5th ARVN Regt. to the east
as a blocking force. The regiment’s Re-
con Co, guarded the south, while F Trp..
17th Cav,, and A Co., 2-1st In[. — both
from the Americal Div. — blocked the
northwest route of escape, Korean Ma-
rines blocked to the northeast,

Eventually mauled by air strikes and
continual pressure from the allied forces,
the enemy tried to withdraw, But by this
time they were trapped.

LTC Vinh had been quietly massing his

armor to the south, and now, with his an-
tagonists battered and weary from two
days of lighting, he unleashed Ird Trp.,
4th Armored Cav. Sqdn. upon the enemy,

Taken by surprise, the VC first wa-
vered, then broke. Soon they were in
headlong retreat; the bitterly fought eon-
test had become a rout.

The ARVN soldiers pressed on. When
the bewildered cnemy found their retreat
blocked by the Truong Giang River, they
began to surrender in droves. Helicopters
were brought in to evacuate the prison-
ers.

“They were so eager to give them-
selves up,” said LTC Wallis, “‘that they
fought to get on the choppers.””

However, some still continued to resist
and evade.

“AL this point it was a matter of wait-
ing the enemy out,” said CPT Charles E.
Wilhelm (Villa Rica, Ga.). “The ARVNs
kept the enemy surrounded and sent in
small patrols from day to day.”

These patrols continued to harass the
Viet Cong, and the toll of enemy killed
and captured steadily rose. By the time
the 5th Regt. left the area, the VC battal-
ion was thoroughly decimated,

“People wonder how Vietnamization
of the war is going,”” said COL James M.
Lee (Wilmington, N.C.), commanding of-
ficer of the 196th Inf. Bde. I think this

operation speaks for itsell.”” (196th I0)

Combat In Review

Monday Morning Blues

Odds Against VC
Near Quang Ngai

LZ STINSON—For the VC operating near this 198th Bde. fire-

hase it was ‘one of those davs" when nothing goes right.

For the

division infantrymen on an early morning patrol sight miles north-
east of Quang Ngai City it was a day to be talked about and

remembered.

The 1st platoon of A Co., 1-52nd Inf. ate a hurried breakfast, and
started working their way down the hill heading east on what they
hoped would be an uneventiul patrol.

Their hopes were shatlered when the sound of an AK-47 broke

the silence.

**As soon as the sniper opened up, I moved to the other side of
the trail and crouched low," said PFC John A. Potter (Oakfield,

N.Y}).

“When he fired the second burst, I felt the impact of the

round as it hit my bandolier setting off five rounds in one

Vill Greets
Cav. '‘Doc’s’

CHU LAI — After a week and
a half of village sweeps, it's
good to get a change of pace and
move through a guiet village.

In a ten day period, the Aero-
rifle platoon of D Trp., 1si
Sqdn., 1st Cav. had been in-
serted into three VC willages
where they destroyed 400 pounds
of rice, captured numerous
documents, a .45 caliber pistol,
twelve detainees, and killed
eighteen of the enemy. :

On this particular day, how-
ever, the Americal soldiers got a
different reception when they
were inserted. Instead of being
shot at, they were mobbed by
the willage children. The in-
fantrymen made a thorough
search of the village, but instead
of turning up any enemy docu-
ments or equipment, they found
pecple in need of medical atten-
tion.

5P4 David A, Leschien (Am-
bridge, Penn.), the platoon med-
ic, was probably the busiest
man in the platoon as he admin-
istered first aid and medication
to those in need.

Just before leaving, the sol-
diers found a voung boy who was
seriously ill. The command and
control helicopter was called in
and the young boy and his father
were extracted to a U.S. medi-
cal facility. (1 - 1st Cav, 10)

of my magazines.'

Unharmed, except for a small
scratch, Potter and the rest of
the patrol swept through the
area, set up a perimeter and
sent out a small recon force, Af-
ter traveling about 50 meters an-
other sniper began firing and
forced the squad-sized element
to seek cover until the rest of
the platoon could join them.

“1 set my machinegun position
on the trail”’, said PFC Tony L.
Roba (Selby, S.D.). “When I
started to leave, somebody yel-
led at me. I turned and noticed a
big plume of smoke puffing out
of the ground."

Roba didn't realize it right
away but he had just stepped on
a “bouncing betty" mine that
hadn't jumped out of the ground
like it was supposed to.

After silencing the second
sniper the patrol moved out and
about 15 minutes later began
taking sniper rounds from the
rear, The platoon medic, S5P4
Richard Zartman (Springfield,
Ohio) spun around to see where
the fire was coming from when
one of the snipers rounds ripped
into his bandolier setting it af-
ire, Zartman ripped the band-
olier off and hit the ground.

With the whole patrol a bit

shaken but unhurt, they com-
pleted  their mission and re-
turned to the firebase to look
back on "one of the days'.
(198th 10)

Safety Record

CHU LAI—The 132d As-
sault Support Helicopter Com-
pany recently flew its 16,500th
Hour of accident {ree combat
flying time, in support of the
Americal Division. This con-
stitutes 18 months of opera-
tion in Vietnam.

The 138d has received
USARV 5000 Hour Award
and has space available for
the 10,000 and 15,000 Hour
Awards when they arrive.
The 132d was also awarded
the 14th Combat Aviation
Battalion Safety Award for
the month of Oclober.

The Unit Safety Officer,
CW3 Hobert V. Dobbs (Don-
than, Ala.), is justifiably
proud of the unit’s outstand-
ing performance in compari-
son with USARV's overall
statistics and the large effort
shown by Hercules personnel
to keep their ships flying
cafely. (1324 10)

Careful Aim
An infantryman of the Division's 196th Bde. returns fire on an
enemy sniper during a search and clear operation 15 miles north-

west of Chu Lal.
Inf.

Arty. Teams With 1-46 Inf.

The soldier Is a member of C Co,,

ird Bn., 21si
(U.5. Army Photo)

‘Airborne’ Howitzers Hit NVA

LZ HAWE HILL—Guns from
two artillery batteries were air-
lifted to a 300 meter hill in the
heart of New Hau Duc Valley, 13
miles south of Tien Phuoc, lo
provide assistance to U.S. sol-
diers of the 196th Bde,, Popular
Forces (PF), and ARVN forces
in their mission of suppressing

the enemy in the area.

The major purpose of the sev-
en day operation was to find the
lecation of certain strongholds
held by the 3rd Regt., 2nd NVA
Div. It was also believed that
the enemy had caches of rice
and ammunition stored in secret
bunkers.

LOWERING ONE OF the 155mm howitzers to a hilltop in

New Han Duce Yalley
B Biry.,
sweeping the area.

is a CH-34 Skyv Crane. The move enahled
3-16 Arly. lo provide support [or allied forces who were
(Photo by PFC Thomas A. Budarz, Divarty 10)

“There had been no U.S.
troops in the area for over six
months and we couldn't success-
fully complete the mission with-
out assistance [rom the artil-
lery,” said LTC Peter Foss (Lit-
chfield, Minn.), commanding of-
ficer of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf.

The needed artillery firepower
was provided by airliflting three
105mm howitzers from A tl?
3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. at Hawk Hill
and twu 155mm howitzers from
B Btry., 3rd Bn., 16th Arty. at
Tien Phuoc.

Twenty-four hours a day, artil-
lerymen and infantrymen
worked hand in hand. The in-
fantry scoured the mountain and
lowland terrain for suspected
enemy hideouts, while the artil-
lery pounded key target loca-
tions, For seven days the dea-
fening sounds of the big guns
echoed throughout the walley,

In one instance an element
from the 1-46th Inf. engaged an
unknown size force and blocked
off the enemy in a mountain
pass as they attempted to infil-
trate the walley. Immediately
the howitzers were called into
action resulting in five NVA
killed.

The completed operation was
termed a success — thanks to
both the precise coordination
and teamwork of the artillery
and infantry. (196th 10)



January 9, 1970 SOUTHERN CROSS Page 7

:.. % r&_q*’ I._h'_;_" e
:.- I‘-!-f-l-m-_.“ L h ettt
l‘fl‘z‘!-' o l“ﬁ"‘,&"-t;‘\_,' %.
..; iﬁ-ﬁ: T 'ﬁg’e.s;.:r}t‘r.: :

1
"'I. 1 =y h.-‘-'f
i 5:1. . :'1- L“‘— "' ;-4“'.".‘-"-
i it 1 i ar w
Q“-{"hl‘.— LM i'."E-I-ﬂ- .
- : A0 il =T ol
: f-.r'n---r‘* KA, = e L) Arit
s e S e by
= P '.
! ] ] N X ".-.
i e i ran af s
Py 1 b
i 2
- gt
143 ¥
L . 4
-d . Ta LR
I '..,:5-' ¥ e
1 - =
) L) ;
-.'.‘I'—.L-.*]-i' e -
T 5 :
. -y
e i
] . |
i «
) ¥
1 .. i
iy i ™ ot
' ﬁl‘ -
i =

“Are you hot, delirious, red, dry, almost unconscious and on the verge of having convulsions? Well don’t blame me, as these are really some
of the recognizable symptoms of heat stroke—a mast serious heat injury. The heat is one of the facts of life here in Vietnam, and it can be a
heavy toll if you are not careful. So play it cool fellas and remember, the best way to keep yourself from becoming a heat stroke victim is to be
sure you drink enough water, take extra salt, and don't snuggle up too close to me”,
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Welcomed With Open Arms

January 9, 1970

VC Soldier Learns
‘Rallying’-Uptight

LZ HAWK HILL — Tran Ngoc
Tyen is from a hamlet in the vil-
lage of Binh Lanh. Until
recently he had been a member
of the Viet Cong.

While with the VC he had sev-
eral times read leaflets dropped
from the air by Americans, ur-
ging him and others to “rally*
to the GVN. The leafllets as-
serted that the only legitimate
government in South Vietnam
was that of the GVN. They said
that should he rally, he would be
welcomed with open arms. He
could look forward to a good job
and a better way ol life.

Of course, his leaders said
that these were all lies. They in-
sisted that all who rallied were
tortured and eventually killed,
Yet Tuyven wondered, [or some
of the leaflets had been signed
by his former comrades,

Then Tuyen got a letter from
a friend of hiz at Binh Lanh. The
letter urged Tuyen to rally. The
friend was a man that Tuyven
trusted.

And so, on an overcast after-
noon Tran Ngoe Tuven rallied to
the GVN.

Tuyen is one of the hundreds
of former VC who have rallied
in the area of operations of the
196th Inf. Bde.

VC working in the 1965th Bde.
AQ have many reasons to rally.
They are short on food, ammuni-
tion and medical supplies. Many
arg cut off from their families.
Mearly all remember the re-
sounding defeat at Heip Duc
which their NVA comrades suf-
fered in August.

The 196th Bde. PSYOPS work-
er helped them take the big
Sleps

“We focus on the positive as-
pects of rallying to the govern-
ment,”" says CPT William H
Marty (Santa Cruz, Calif)),
PSYOPS Officer for the 196th
Bde, "“We emphasize thal the

GVN is the only lawiul govern
ment in South Vietnam, and that
those who rally will have a bet-
ter life ahead of them."*

Two ways that PSYOPS work-
ers communicate this message
are by leaflets and broadeasts.

- & -

156th Inf. Bde. soldiers during the Christmas season,

The leaflets are periodically
dropped from the air over sus-
pected Viet Cong areas, The
broadcasts are made from the
brigades LOH. Nicknamed the
“Early Word” LOH, this air-
craft is equipped with a
londspeaker system.

“The message lransmilted is
nothing more than the truth.”
says CPT Marty. “However, be
cause of VC propaganda PSY-
OPS workers must establish
credibility, Pictures of the ral-
liers, or *‘Hoi Chanhs'" as they
are called, appear on the leaf-
lets. Hoi Chanhs also make
broadcasts.”

“VC are much more likely to
believe what is said,” declares
CPT Marty, “when it comes
from one of their former mem-
bers."

The system is working.

The day after he rallied Tuyen
broadeasted a message to his
hamlet. The next day another
hamlet guerilla named Nguven
Yien came over to the GVN.

Knowledge Thruugﬁ Books

MG Llovd B. Ramsey takes a look al one of the many hooks available for vour reading pleasure
al the air-conditioned division library. The facllity. located al Chu Lai, is operated by Special Services.

Radar Beams Detect Enemy Infiltration

By 5P4 Cres Vellueei

CHU LAI — Blades swirling and body
swaying, a chopper briefly touches earth,
deposits two men and quickly lifts off a re-
mate mountain top in southern I Corps.

This isn't a ground assault by American
frocpers, but the importance attached to the
mission of these two men may be of even
Erealer scope.

The two “intrepid” troops are. skilled ra-
dar technicians sent out by the 547th Signal
Detachment to repair a vital component in a
radar set that helps defend a larpge area
from mortar and rockel attack.

The r:hll:!l' s1les, I-.ll';|1,|'1’| in slirategic posi-
tions from DaNang to Sa Huyah, [eature
highly-sensitive and finely-tuned equipment
with a unigue purpose

Fantastic as it may scem, these sites can
locate an enemy rocket or mortar round in
flight, plot its launching position and direct
artillery against the enemy

This is a far ery from the days of World
War I1. when just abouot the only way to de-
tect an enemy’s launching sitle was to cup
your hand behind your ear and listen,

To perform its mission nowadays, the
delicate equipment must be maintained in
top condition. Here lies the mission of the
4Tth,

One of only a few radar repair contacl
teams to provide direct support in Vietnam,
the unit works on Americal radar sites. The
six man detachment is commanded by CWO
Joseph H. Bernadino.

Remarking that his team runs the gamut,
from climbing moantain tops o replacing
dellcate instruments, Bernadino noted, “*just
reaching some of the sites is a big job.” He
added that his men, who make some 20
“houscealls' monthly, ‘‘can reach certain
sites only by chopper.”

The 547th maintains its own shop supply
and most necessary parts, but if an occasion
arises where a vital component is in need,
there isn't much of a wait

Almost any needed ilem can easily be
“red balled” through DaNang Support Com-
mand supply channels and, a short time lail-
er, be functioning in a radar set high atop a
mountain,

The radar, which has a range of about

Weighted Down With Goodies

10,000 meters by nearly 500 meters, can al-
most guarantee that no rocket or mortar
can enter its sector without being detected.

In fact, the system is so thorough thai
radar technicians have picked up everything
from raindrops to rain-soaked birds. In oth-
er words, V.5, &7 Wers have a modified “Big
Brother' looking out for them.

It takes just one “‘intruder’” and the cne
my can expect, within a short time, U.S. ar-
tillery “calling” on them.

Activated at Ft. Sill, Okla. and deployved
to Vietnam in mid-1968, the 547th has anoth-
er small butl important [unction

It 15 responsible for the direct mainte-
nance support of three meteorology radam
sites in southern 1 Corps. One site is manned
by a detachment from the 10151 Airborne
Div. and two by the Americal Div,

This miniaturized world of transitors and
circuils and the men who keep them bec¢p-
ing, buzzing, and blinking is capable of sav-
ing untold numbers of American lives or
just plain predicting when you are going to
get vour feet wet. {The Northern Log)

ARC Rep. Visits 196th Units

-

MR. JIM STOWELL certainly played Sania for many of the

He is secn

here embarking for LZ West, loaded down wiith gifis.

LZ HAWK HILL — Emerging
from a Light Observation Heli-
copter (LOH), a weighly canvas
sack on his back is Mr. Jim Slo-
well. Among the sundry items
he packs are playing cards,
spap, shaving gear, paperbacks,
stationary, and “‘short-timer"
calenders,

Visiting the fire supporl bases
ix one of Stowell's prime func-
tions a5 American Red Cross
representative to the 196th Inf.
Bde.

“I try to visit the landing
zones at least once a week,”
said the Spring Lake, North
Carolina mnative. “It's much
more convenient for the men if 1
visit them where they live and
work."

His efforts are certainly ap-
preciated by the servicemen,
“Mr. Stowell’s presence alone at
LZ Center is a morale booster
for all of us,”” admitted SGT Da-
vid McKeon (Glencove, N.Y.),
former infantryman with the 3rd
BEn., 215t Inf, “He seems to real-
ize our basic problems and anx-
jeties.""

Sometimes inclemenl weather
puts a damper on Stowell's
house calls, “During the mon-
soons, I was stuck at LZ West

for four days,” recalled Stowell,
“However when the battalion
sergeant major pult my name on
the guard roster, 1 decided it
was time to leave.”

During one month, Stowell's
LZ Hawk Hill office helped ov-
er 220 servicemen with their per-
sonal problems. In addition, the
office handled 217 telegrams and

received 27 emergency leave re-
quests.

“We don't have too many qui-
et moments here,”” admits 5P4
Tom Wavne (Decatur, IIL), a
former rifleman who now works
as Stowell's assistant. “How-
ever, the work we do is helping
the men out in the [ield and
that's what counts.””

It's A ‘Gas Of A Job'

LZ CRUNCH—Just about everywhere you go throughout the
division's area of operations, you run into 23rd Supply and Trans-
port (S&T) Bn. personnel doing a job that very seldom gets
noticed. Thirteen men at Hawk Hill, 18 men at Duc Pho, eight

men at Quang Ngai and so on.

There is also a small detachment at this remote sile — two
men from A Co., who are doing a much needed job in support of
aviation operations. Their primary mission is to refuel transit air-
craft, and they do this around the clock,

The twoe men, SP4 Vicenle Mendez (Gila Bend, Ariz.) and
PVT William ©. Wright (Bennington, VL.) are directly responsible
for four helicopters refuelling pads, a diesel and mogas point and
the emergency resupply of combat rations,

“We're not Kennedy International
booming business,” said Mendez.

Airport, but we do a

Initially, the refuelling point was in support of 11th Inf. Bde.
operations. Al present, it also supports Division Arty. and Special
Forces operations in the Minh Long district.

Whether it's north, south, east, or west if the Americal Div. has
troops there, the Support Command’s 2ird S&T Bn. will be there
with a supply point. (Spt. Cmd. 10)



